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to the much more difficult task of carving up Asia,
But when there was nothing left of any great value
to seise in Africa, imperialist jealousies had been
thoroughly aroused and were so acute that it was
clear that no overt partition of Turkey or China
could take place without the very great risk of a
European war* It was extremely doubtful whether
the civilised proletariats of Europe could be
inveigled into slaughtering one another on any
large scale in order to destroy the independence of
Turks, Persians, and Chinese, and economic
imperialism had to make the best of other methods
until providentially the peoples of Europe began to
slaughter one another on the largest possible scale in
order to end war, preserve the independence of
small nations, and make the world safe for
democracy* It is too early to speak with certainty,
but it looks as if one of the results of the war has
been to destroy a good deal of such independence
as remained to Turkey, Persia, China, and all
Asiatic peoples other than the Japanese,

The conquest and absorption of Asiatic peoples
is far more difficult than that of Africans* Every-
where in Asia there are old and highly developed
civilisations with complex political institutions and
economic systems which may be different from,